Important July News Updates

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Washington, DC, July 26, 2011

Military Order of the Purple Heart Salutes Walter Reed Army Medical Center

On the occasion of the closing of Walter Reed Army Medical Center, the Military Order of the Purple
Heart salutes the magnificent Doctors, Nurses, Corpsmen, Medics, and professional staff who have
selflessly devoted their lives to treating our nation’s wounded servicemen and women, Presidents and
privates alike, and active duty and retired military personnel and their families.

Opened in 1909, hundreds of thousands of the nation's war wounded from World War | to today,
including 18,000 troops who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, have been treated at the hospital. The
hospital was named for Major Walter Reed, a U.S. Army surgeon who confirmed the theory that
yellow fever was transmitted by a particular species of mosquitoes. Reed's success with stopping the
spread of yellow fever made it possible for the building of the Panama Canal where previously the
mosquitoes had caused so much death due to the disease.

The official ‘casing of the colors’ ceremony for Walter Reed Army Medical Center will take place on
July 27™ and movement of the patients will begin in August. According to VADM John M. Mateczun,
Commander of D.C.-area medical facilities, “This is the largest medical restructuring ever undertaken
in the military health care system.” Patients will be moved to either the Bethesda National Naval
Medical Center or to Ft. Belvoir into what will become the Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center and the Fort Belvoir Community Hospital. When the consolidations are over, the new Walter
Reed will have 345 beds in all, including 50 intensive care beds and 20 operating rooms. The
community hospital at Belvoir will have 120 beds, including 10 each for ICU and surgery. Mateczun
noted, “At this time of year we’re generally receiving back about 20 inpatients evacuating from Iraq
and Afghanistan a week.”

The organization now known as the "Military Order of the Purple Heart of the U.S.A. Inc.," (MOPH)
was formed in 1932 for the protection and mutual interest of all who have received the decoration.
Chartered by the Congress, The MOPH is unigue among Veteran Service Organizations in that all its
members were wounded in combat. For this sacrifice, they were awarded the Purple Heart Medal.
With grants from the MOPH Service Foundation, the MOPH and its Ladies Auxiliary promote
Patriotism, Fraternalism, and the Preservation of America's military history. Most importantly, they
provide comfort and assistance to all Veterans and their families, especially those requiring claims
assistance with the VA, those who are homeless, and those requiring employment assistance.
Through the VAVS program, MOPH volunteers provide assistance to hospitalized veterans at VA
sites and State Veterans Homes.

For further information contact:
National Public Relations Director, John Bircher, 352-753-5535,
Email; PublicRelations@Purpleheart.org



http://www.purpleheart.org/
mailto:PublicRelations@Purpleheart.org

VA Launches New Prevention Initiative to Serve 22,000 Veteran
Families at Risk of Homelessness -- Announces Nearly $60 Million in
Homeless Prevention Grants Nationwide

WASHINGTON - Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced today the award of nearly
$60 million in homeless prevention grants that will serve approximately 22,000 homeless and at-risk
Veteran families as part of the new Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program. This
initial $60 million award will serve Veteran families at 85 non-profit community agencies in 40 states
and the District of Columbia under VA’s new homeless prevention initiative.

“This new homeless prevention program will provide additional comprehensive support to Veterans
who have served honorably, and now find themselves in a downward spiral toward despair and
homelessness,” said VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki. “This program expands our capacity to act before
a Veteran becomes homeless and to target the problem of family homelessness. These grants would
not have been possible without the extraordinary partnerships forged with community organizers who
are firmly committed to making a positive difference in lives of Veterans and their families.”

The SSVF Program, a critical element of VA’s plan to prevent and end homelessness among
Veterans, will promote housing stability among homeless and at-risk Veterans and their families.
Under the SSVF program, VA awards grants to private non-profit organizations and consumer
cooperatives that can provide a range of supportive services to eligible very low-income Veteran
families. Supportive services include outreach, case management, assistance in obtaining VA
benefits, and assistance in obtaining and coordinating other public benefits. Grantees will also have
the ability to make time-limited temporary financial assistance payments on behalf of Veterans for
purposes such as rent payments, utility payments, security deposits and moving costs.

More information about VA’s homeless programs is available online at
http://www.facebook.com/lI/YAQChLulzAQCaXZ3i9CekQDgxhCNUKH9wWB4bv3ACP5JT -
Alwww.va.gov/homeless. A list of award recipients and details about the

Supportive Services for Veteran Families program are available online at
http://www.facebook.com/I/IAQDMWyYvyAQCJIBCdIFERO-FoG_uYc -
cAWWytd4YJVGKQa/wwwl.va.gov/homeless/ssvif.asp.
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